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Introduction

Plastics have become an environmental issue. They can
fragment gradually through physicochemical processes,
leaving behind numerous plastic fragments, because of
this, plastics can enter the aquatic environment in a wide
range of sizes. All particles smaller than 5 mm are defined
as microplastics. Microplastics may act as a vector for
micropollutants present in fresh water systems, such as

microcystins and pharmaceuticals into the food web.
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Fig 1 .The effect of particle size and pH conditions on the amount of
microcystins-LR and —LF adsorbed onto four different microplastics
after 48 h of exposure.

Supervisory team:

Dr Carlos J. Pestana — Robert Gordon Universit Y ROBERT GORDON
P:ofaLrir?(ja A.el.sa\:/:gn—gosertg;rggn S:Iiszsrlsi\{y marinescotland R ““IVERSI"ABERDEE“

Prof Colin Moffat — Scottish Government




